The Constituting of Arann Reformed Baptist Church in Dublin City, February 2009
Pre-Constitution Meeting
Prior to the constituting service, an informal meeting was held in the home of Liam and Colette Fitzpatrick on Friday evening, 27 of February.

A welcome was extended to Mr Watts and thanks were expressed by Mark Fitzpatrick for Mr Watts’ willingness to come and assist this group of believers in Dublin to constitute as a New Testament Church.

Psalm 103:1-4 was sung and the meeting was committed to the Lord in prayer by Dan O’ Riordan. Following prayer, Psalm 27:1-5 was then sung and Mark handed over the meeting to Mr Watts.

Greetings from Emmanuel Church, Salisbury, were brought by Mr Watts following which he gave a brief account of the blessings the Emmanuel Church Constitution had been to the church in Salisbury since its implementation in 1981. He particularly highlighted how the constitution was of benefit in delivering the church from many problems.
Mr Watts then read from Jeremiah 32: 36-44, particularly drawing our attention to the words “I will give them one heart, and one way.”

He reminded us that this passage did not just have reference to the Children of Israel, but looked further to others, belonging in a spiritual way to true believers, and he summed up in the words “everlasting covenant” in verse 41. Hebrew 13 reminds us of our covenant blessings found in Christ. The name of the covenant and the content of the covenant remind us that this covenant belongs to believers and that we are brought into its possession by faith in Christ.
Mr Watts pointed out that the words of verse 39 were very similar language to Acts 4:32, and indeed recur in the Book of Acts.

He brought before us the central teaching of Scripture, that in our natural state, we are estranged from God because of our sin; and that it is only the grace of God that can remedy this, causing our estrangement to cease.  This grace brings us to Christ and back into union with men and women.  The call of the Gospel is to rest from the estrangement and enmity we have with Christ.  This unity once given, needs to be strenuously contented for as it can be threatened by such things as the following: 

Error: Ephesians 4

Pride: Philippians 2

Selfishness: Philippians 2

Such division is contrary to the Gospel and because Christ is the Prince of Peace, to be contrary minded is dishonouring to Him in two particular respects:
1. It is the result of carnality, which Scripture forbids.
2. It offends other believers and hinders the building of the Church.
The Children of Israel had been divided as a nation since the time of Reheboam, therefore, hearing such a promise as is in this text was a balm to this divided nation.

Mr Watts then explained how this text had an inward and an outward aspect.
“One heart” referred to the inward aspect
We are to be inwardly one with other believers:

· In our devotion to Christ

· In our affection for his people (John 17)

There is a need for self-examination in these two respects before constituting as a church. Backsliding can cause us to move away spiritually, whereas we need to be spiritually together. This does not imply always being one in everything, but rather the need to be able to overcome our difficulties because the Lord has given us one heart.
How to get this:

· Take care to live at peace with God.  Walking with God implies walking with His people. 

· Seek His Spirit (Romans 8)

· Follow the motions of the Spirit because t he Spirit of Christ is productive of peace 
· Be very self-critical. What Adam said to God is monstrous – he blamed Eve! We all have this tendency in us.  We need to be prepared to admit that the fault often lies with us.

Motives:

· It is the will of Jesus Christ (John 17). 
· Lack of unity gives tremendous advantage to the world (Genesis 13:7) and is detrimental to true religion because it brings reproach upon the Church.

· The warning which is given to those who aggravate the unity of a church is “woe to that man by whom they come”.

“One way” speaks of the outward aspect and indicates conduct.

God promises to lead His people in a way pleasing to His will.
 Mr Watts encouraged the brethren in Dublin by reminding them of how God had already fulfilled this promise in part by their:

· accepting the Baptist 1689 Confession of Faith as a doctrinal standard

· accepting Biblical church order

· conducting worship reverently according to the Scriptures

· having a membership and constitution

· being willing to exercise Biblical discipline to sort out problems

He reminded them that these inward and outward aspects of the promise come about only by the grace of God.  They were to take heart because God had done this for their good and the good of their children who would become familiar with the things that they love.

Psalm 133 was then sung and Mr Watts closed the meeting with prayer.

There then followed a brief outline of the format of the service for the next day and an open question time.

Matters such as the significance of signing the covenant, a future pastor, leaving the past behind, the sanctifying of past trials, and the difference between “reformed” and “reforming” were all helpfully answered by Mr Watts. 
 A blessed time of fellowship and refreshments afterwards was appreciated by all present. 
Service for the Constituting of Arann Reformed Baptist Church, Dublin 
(Saturday 28 February, 2009)

Guest speaker: Malcolm H Watts, (Pastor, Emmanuel Church, Salisbury)
The meeting was opened by Mr Watts’ reading Psalm 100:1-3. The congregation then sang Psalm 122.

After Acts 2: 29-47 was read, Mr Watts gave a brief explanation of the order of the service reminding the congregation of the necessity of a church having a statement of faith, a constitution, and a covenant.

The service was then committed to the Lord in prayer, and Mr Watts read from Amos 3:3 following which he expounded the text to the congregation. 

“Can two walk together, except they be agreed?”

Mr Watts explained how this text set two particular obligations upon God’s people which they had to fulfil:

· Walk with God

· Walk with one another
Walking with God

We must be at one with God if we want fellowship with God. Oneness with God implies agreement and fellowship with God. 

Adam and Eve as created beings knew their duty to God as their Creator, and God was pleased to dwell with them. The tragedy is that in their rebellion and disobeying God’s express will, sin entered and they became estranged from God. Man was now at variance with God and had become His enemy.  Yet, God had thoughts of peace towards men and brought about a wonderful scheme of salvation through His Son, the Mediator. 

The Mediator’s work was twofold:

1. He had to reconcile God to man by making satisfaction for sin committed. As death alone can satisfy for sin, Christ took it upon Himself to die for His people.

2. He had to reconcile man to God. Not only did Christ die for sinners, but He also gave them His Spirit so that their hearts would be changed. When a sinner hears this Gospel and complies with its terms, by enabling grace, it is then that God welcomes him back into fellowship.  Fellowship then is when believing sinners can walk with God again and enjoy a sense of His presence. We should increase our acquaintance and knowledge of Him. The believing life is all about knowing, experiencing and proving God. 
Particularly addressing those who were to constitute as a new church, Mr Watts reminded them that in these things great mercy was to be found. The soul of a church, he impressed upon them, was fellowship. He then asked them to consider the question “have you agreed with God to the terms of the Gospel”? He stressed that a church was but an empty shell unless it was agreed with God.

Walking Together
1. To walk together there must be agreement. This is only possible among God’s people. It does not belong to the world. Addressing those who were to unite in forming this new church Mr Watts  spoke to them on the things on which they should be agreed:
· Believers are but vile wretched sinners. “Behold I am vile”, said Job.

· Jesus Christ is the only Saviour of sinners.

· The Christian believer is to be holy in life, as God is, and to live according to His holy Word. However much we fail, that is our objective.

· Our live must be of service to Him.

· The Gospel must be preached. 

· The glory of God is central to worship.

· The Church is to be brought into conformity to His Word.

· The Church is to be agreed on its Confession of Faith.

· The Church is to have a Biblical church order.

· The Church practices Biblical worship.

· The Church must strive to keep the Moral Law.

· The believer has a certain hope for the life to come.

2. To walk together there must be fellowship. 

At this important event it is time to walk together.

What is this walking together?

It is not walking at variance with each other. It is not to fall out. We must studiously avoid offence and division for this is not walking together.

It is vital to keep to the rules agreed upon in the constitution, which is a reflection of what the Word of God teaches.

It is essential to unite for the observance of God’s ordinances and not to absent oneself.
Each must strive to progress, to be perfect, and to persevere.

Problems in the church are not to hinder the believers’ walk. “The righteous shall hold on his way”.

Mr Watts then concluded the preaching by reminding everyone that the secret of blessing in a church is walking with God.

Psalm 25:8-14 was then sung by the congregation and Mr Watts called upon Mr Trevor Kirkland, pastor of Templepatrick Reformed Baptist Church to close the service in prayer.

Following the closing prayer of worship Mr Watts then gave a brief Biblical history of the use of church covenants, tracing its most likely origin to Genesis 4 where we are told in verse 26 “then men began to call upon the name of the Lord.” The verse here implies that the believing community declared that they were the Lord’s and that they were bound to Him and to His people.  Abraham was cited as another example of one being “confederate” or united to others in a bond of agreement.  The agreement entered into between God and His people on Mount Sinai was another example, as was the Church in the wilderness. 

Mr Watts showed also that in the New Testament the concept of covenant is assumed, as is seen in Acts 5. In Acts 9 we read of Saul of Tarsus after his conversion desiring to be bound with God and His people. New Testament membership speaks of believers as being “espoused to one husband”, as Paul describes the Church at Corinth.  Mr Watts assured the founding members of how wonderful this occasion was, when such unity was experienced and the result was to be the forming of a new church.
Mr Watts then asked Mark to give a brief history of how this group of believers came together. Mark first read from Ruth 1:16, 17. He then spoke of his thankfulness of heart to God especially for the involvement of Mr Watts in helping them come to this historic moment of constituting as a local church of believers. He also mentioned the blessings they had known in looking at the 1689 Baptist Confession of Faith and the Church Constitution of Emmanuel Church, Salisbury, which they were adopting today as their own church constitution.  

Mark then looked back over the many years the founding members had known each other and acknowledged that they had been through much together, some of which was good and some of which was not so good. In 2002 the Lord laid on the heart of them of the need to meet together and this they did by meeting together for a mid-week bible study.  Lord’s Day meetings then began in May 2007, which Mark felt evidenced an immense commitment.  He spoke of the genuine love for Christ and His people that the brethren showed forth and particularly of their passion for the Gospel. They had a real desire to hear the Word and to follow it. Mark spoke also of the great joy it was for him that the church had embraced exclusive psalmody in its congregational worship. Mark then expressed thanks to particular individuals whom the Lord had used over the years to encourage the believers here in Dublin. Pastor Trevor Kirkland and his wife Diane along with Sam and Anna Bell were thanked for the many years of faithful prayer and assistance they had given to this work. Mark remembered with fondness his first meeting Raymond Stewart and the great encouragement he has been since 1991. John and Angela Magee were mentioned, as also was Ken Ryan, who though from another church in Dublin, had given much support to Mark. There was much rejoicing also in how the Lord had brought Tom along and bound him in heart and practice to this work. 
Mark realised that though this work was very small it consisted of a group of God’s people who had embraced the teaching of Scripture and had become convinced that whatever the Word of God commanded them, they were to do. 

Mark ended by saying how this day was one of great encouragement to him and how thankful he was to everyone who had come.

Mr Watts then proceeded to formally constituting this group of believers as a new church. 

He addressed the founding members and spoke to them concerning their Statement of Faith and how this was to be received by each of them, and that as believers they were to be like those in Acts 2 who “continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship”. He then read the Statement of Faith. 

The founding members were then asked to stand (15 being present and 1 member absent due to poor health) where upon Mr Watts asked them: 

“Do you profess belief of the Truth as summarised in this statement of faith presented to you?”

To this they responded with a united “We do.”

Mr Watts explained how the Church Constitution was an expression of the doctrine of the Church and gave details of the rules pertaining to church life. 
Addressing the members he asked them, “Do you profess willingness to be subject to this constitution now presented to you?”

The members replied with a united “We do.”

Mr Watts then described the Covenant as being the practice of the church.  The congregation were called upon to stand as Mr Watts led in prayer, following which the Covenant was read and the covenanting members were asked:

“Do you subscribe today to this Church Covenant?”

A united “we do” was again answered by the members.

Mr Watts then formally declared that Arann Reformed Baptist Church was hereby established and invoked the blessing of God upon the Church.

The founding members were then asked to sign the church members’ book, to which Mark first put his name followed by his wife Collette and then the remaining members.
To mark the significance of the occasion, photographs were then taken, followed by a time of fellowship and refreshments.

Christian greetings were sent FROM:

 David Silversides, minister of Loughbrickland Reformed Presbyterian Church,
Stephen Murphy, pastor, Dundalk Baptist Church

Neil and Ruth Davis, members of Emmanuel Church, Salisbury.

